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Hello future 9th Honors Literature & Composition student!  

In preparation for your course this fall at Woodstock High School, you are asked to read ONE book of your 

choice from the attached list and complete the attached assignment.  

You will want to purchase your own copy of your selected book either through a traditional bookstore or online 

(new or used is fine). If you are unable to purchase a copy of the book, please contact the Honors 9th team (full 

contact information is at the end). You may also check out these items from the WHS Media Center or at a 

public library.  

Part 1 - Book Selection:  

Start by picking ONE of the books from the CCSD 9th grade book list. We have divided them up by genre so 

that you can pick something that you might enjoy!  Read the summaries of these books on Goodreads or 

Amazon to make your selection.  Please make sure that you research your choice and select something your 

family is comfortable with you reading. 

Classic Cannon Literature 

• Great Expectations – Charles Dickens 

• The Iliad – Homer  

• Dracula – Bram Stoker  

• The Old Man and the Sea – Ernest Hemingway  

• Lord of the Flies – William Golding  

Contemporary Fiction 

• House on Mango Street – Sandra Cisneros  

• The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime – 

Mark Haddon  

• Alas, Babylon – Pat Frank  

Young Adult Contemporary Fiction 

• The Hate U Give – Angie Thomas  

• A Monster Calls – Patrick Ness  

• Love, Hate, and Other Filters – Samira Ahmed  

• The Poet X – Elizabeth Acevedo 

• Mexican White Boy – Matt de La Pena  

Young Adult Fantasy/Sci-Fi 

• Children of Blood and Bone – Tomi Adeyemi 

• How I Live Now – Meg Rosoff  

• The Graveyard Book – Neil Gaiman 

Memoir/Non-Fiction  

• Getting Away with Murder – Chris Crowe 

• Man’s Search for Meaning – Viktor E. Frankl 

• Black Boy – Richard Wright  

• Tuesdays with Morrie – Mitch Albom  

Historical Fiction/ WWII  

• All Quiet on the Western Front – Erich Maria 

Remarque 

• A Separate Peace – John Knowles 

• Nectar in the Sieve – Kamala Markandaya  

• The Chosen – Chaim Potok 

 

Since you have freedom in picking your own book, it is our hope that you find something that you enjoy. As 

teachers, we believe in the benefits choice reading has on your vocabulary, reading stamina, comprehension, 

and critical thinking. Please take the time to read your book and avoid any summary sites such as Shmoop, 

SparkNotes, CliffsNotes, or film versions as they will not help you with your assignments. 

 

Part 2 - The Assignment: 
Directions: For this assignment, you will keep a dialectical journal while you read. These journals will be used to 

help with a major assignment at the beginning of the year, so it is vital this assignment is completed to the best 

of your ability. 

 



   
 

   
 

DIALECTICAL JOURNAL:  

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question 
and answer.”  Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with your selected book. The process 
is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the text.  Use your journal to incorporate your personal 
responses to the text, your ideas about the themes that are covered, and any questions you may have while 
reading. If you work steadily over the summer, you will find the work is not too demanding. If you wait until the 
weekend before school starts, you will find yourself overwhelmed.  

You have two options for completing this assignment. You can do it on paper in a notebook, or you can type it.  

All assignments are DUE Monday, August 15, 2022 

PAPER OPTION:  

STEP ONE: THE NEW NOTEBOOK 

✓ You will need to purchase a new BOUND composition COLLEGE-RULED notebook designated as your 

journal for this assignment. 

✓ Please put your name, the course, and your teacher on the front cover legibly.  

✓ Neatness in this journal is essential. We need to be able to read your ideas without difficulty, so please 

practice neatness. If you have a health impairment that creates a problem with this, please email the 

Honors 9th team so we can find a solution.  

✓ Skip one-two lines between each entry to help with organization.  

STEP TWO: PROCEDURE 

• When you start a new page, divide it in half from top to bottom, creating a T-chart. 

• LEFT HAND COLUMN: As you read, choose passages that stand out to you and record them in the left-

hand column of a T-chart (ALWAYS include your citation: Author’s last name and page number).   

• RIGHT HAND COLUMN: In the right column, write your response to the text (ideas/insights, questions, 

reflections, and comments on each passage)   

• It is suggested that you label your responses using the following codes to ensure variety: 

o (Q) Question – ask about something in the passage that is unclear 

o (C) Connect – make a connection to your life, the world, or another text 

o (P) Predict – anticipate what will occur based on what’s in the passage 

o (CL) Clarify – answer earlier questions or confirm/disaffirm a prediction 

o (R) Reflect – think deeply about what the passage means in a broad sense – What conclusions 

can you draw about the world, about human nature, or just the way things work?   

o (E) Evaluate  - make a judgment about what the author is trying to say; do you agree, disagree, 

still have questions, etc.  

• Complete a MINIMUM of 20 journal entries total for your chosen book (one entry for about every 15-

20 pages of text, depending on your text). Your entries should span throughout the book and should 

demonstrate that you have read the book in its entirety.  

STEP THREE: CHOOSING PASSAGES 

For the left-hand column, look for quotes that seem significant, powerful, thought provoking or puzzling.  For 

example, you might record:  

• Effective and/or creative use of stylistic or literary devices  

• Passages that remind you of your own life or something you’ve seen before 



   
 

   
 

• A passage that makes you realize something you hadn’t seen before 

• Examples of patterns: recurring images, ideas, colors, symbols or motifs. 

• Passages with confusing language or unfamiliar vocabulary 

• Events you find surprising or confusing  

STEP FOUR: RESPONSES 

For the right-hand column, you can respond to the text in a variety of ways.  The most important thing to 

remember is that your observations should be specific and detailed (at least three-six sentences of commentary).  

Basic Responses (A starting point for understanding the text):  

o Raise questions about the beliefs and values implied in the text  

o Give your personal reactions to the passage  

o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author  

o Tell what it reminds you of from your own experiences  

o Write about what it makes you think or feel  

o Agree or disagree with the author 

Higher Level Responses (This is what you should aim for): 

o Analyze the text for use of literary devices (tone, structure, style, imagery) 

o Make connections between different events in the text 

o Make connections to a different text, film, historical event 

o Discuss the words, ideas, or actions of the author  

o Consider an event or description from the perspective of someone who disagrees with the 

author 

o Analyze a passage and its relationship to the text as a whole 

 

Sample Dialectical Journal entry: “The Gift of the Magi”  

Passage from the text & Citation  Your Response: Comments/Questions/Etc.  

“One dollar and eighty-seven cents. 

That was all. And sixty cents of it 

was in pennies. Pennies saved one 

and two at a time by bulldozing the 

grocer and the vegetable man and 

the butcher until one’s cheeks 

burned with the silent imputation 

of parsimony that such close 

dealing implied. Three times Della 

counted it. One dollar and eighty-

seven cents. And the next day 

would be Christmas.” (O. Henry 1) 

(R): In this quote, O. Henry focuses on the small amount of money that 

Della has, repeating the phrase “one dollar and eighty-seven cents” 

multiple times throughout the passage. In doing so, the author causes the 

reader to focus on the small amount of money and is left wondering why 

Della’s poverty is such a focal point of the story and how this small amount 

of money may play a role later in the text.   

 

If you are struggling to write your commentary, here are a few sentence starters to help you begin:  



   
 

   
 

Sample Sentence Starters: 

I really don’t understand this because… 

I really dislike/like this idea because… 

I think the author is trying to say that… 

This passage reminds me of a time in my life when… 

This part doesn’t make sense because… 

This point reminds me of (another point or subject) because…   

 

 

TYPING OPTION:  

The only difference in the above directions is that if you are typing your journals, you will simply create tables in 
a Word Document to complete your journal entries. See the example above under STEP FOUR.  

 

Still struggling? Have questions that haven’t been answered in the directions? Stressed out and need us to help 
calm you down? No problem. Send the Honors 9th team an email and we will be happy to help!  Be sure to 
include ALL TEACHERS on every email that is sent. We are so excited to have you in class next year!  

• Mr. Henderson – sawyer.henderson@cherokeek12.net 
• Ms. Hooks – courteney.hooks@cherokeek12.net 
• Ms. Horton – jordan.horton@cherokeek12.net 

  

mailto:sawyer.henderson@cherokeek12.net
mailto:courteney.hooks@cherokeek12.net
mailto:jordan.horton@cherokeek12.net


   
 

   
 

Alignment to Standards  

Standards Covered (Note: Some standards may be covered in class with the student’s chosen text):  

Reading Literary:  

ELAGSE9-10RL1: Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly 

as well as inferences drawn from the text. 

ELAGSE9-10RL2: Determine a theme and/or central idea of text and analyze in detail its development over the 

course of the text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 

summary of the text. 

ELAGSE9-10RL3: Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop 

over the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme.  

Writing:  

ELAGSE9-10W2: Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey complex ideas, concepts, and 

information clearly and accurately through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

a. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and information to make important connections and 

distinctions; include formatting (e.g., headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia 

when useful to aiding comprehension. 

b. Develop the topic with well-chosen, relevant, and sufficient facts, extended definitions, concrete details, 

quotations, or other information and examples appropriate to the audience’s knowledge of the 

topic. 

c. Use appropriate and varied transitions to link the major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships among complex ideas and concepts. 

d. Use precise language and domain-specific vocabulary to manage the complexity of the topic. 

e. Establish and maintain an appropriate style and objective tone. 

f. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and supports the information or explanation 

presented (e.g., articulating implications or the significance of the topic) 

ELAGSE9-10W3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using effective technique, 

well-chosen details, and well-structured event sequences. 
  

a. Engage and orient the reader by setting out a problem, situation, or observation, establishing one or multiple 

point(s) of view, and introducing a narrator and/or characters; create a smooth progression of experiences or 

events.  

b. Use narrative techniques, such as dialogue, pacing, description, reflection, and multiple plot lines, to develop 

experiences, events, and/or characters.  

c. Use a variety of techniques to sequence events so that they build on one another to create a coherent whole. 

d. Use precise words and phrases, telling details, and sensory language to convey a vivid picture of the 

experiences, events, setting, and/or characters.  



   
 

   
 

e. Provide a conclusion that follows from and reflects on what is experienced, observed, or resolved over the 

course of the narrative. 

Speaking and Listening:  

ELAGSE9-10SL1: Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative discussions(one-on-one, in 

groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building on others’ ideas 

and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.  
 

a. Come to discussions prepared having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on that 

preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate a 

thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

  

Disclaimers & Credits: Dialectical journals were modified from J. Marcusky’s copy from the Cherokee County 

School District and a copy from the Cushing Public School District under fair use guidelines. General formatting 

and assignment structure modified after Marcusky's copy, used with permission.  


